affer numberless amendments, was
- withdrawp and a substitate incorpo-
“Yating most of these amendments,

‘with others, was oifered by Mr. Net-

tles. Th's, with a few minor changes,

- passed the House and was sent to the
- ‘Senate. That

body using the Nettles
Bill in its entirety almost as a bas’s,
~ with a few alterations and amend-

> ;.ments.-ma.de necessary. on account of

ot

the charge of purpose, ' returned the

“Pispensary Act as a sustitute for the

- Prohibition B and the House con-
- curred .in the same without amend-
ment, as tha time was too short to
even discuss it. The Act thus eges

‘Hedly prepared became a law, 23 a

- State Board of Control), together
with the long continued illuess of the

* than ore-half of

'were skeptical as to the practicability

between the Prohibiticn-
temperance peuple, who

.of 'z prohibition law. This hurry in
“its preparation and enacthent Ileft

-the law with many crudities and

-emissions which I will point out some-
_what. in 'detait later on.
“‘Comsiderng the
1o purpose of the Aect, and the lack
of time to debate and digest its var'-
squs: provisions, - it is wonderful that it
iﬁ&&m far stood the test of the
TEMPEST OF LITIGATION.
y it has occasioned. It has been
‘4he Tnited States Courf, in OUT
Supreme Court, and before mearly

_every Circult-Judge on the Bench, but

- without. any serious irrcads thus far

afity Perhaps ro measure passeiby

v Legistature of any State within
the memory ‘of man has excited such
widespread ‘commment ond elic’ted such
deep interest.” This ‘s mainy owirg

“ides, from ap American standpoirs,
and” deals with the question of con-
frolling ~ the Yiguor traffic in a’ mew

-efforts to obstruct and defeat
wspepers  which  have always

» “suddenly become strong advo-
cstes of pronibition.  Prohibitonists

been found shoulder.to shoaulder

‘'opposing it; and while rcany em-
“@ivines have ‘lent it their aid
d° endorsement, others are bitter in
denunciation. ‘The more ‘moderate
hibitionists dre delighted with- it.
y whiskey men are Iore bitter in
‘opposition to it than they have
beers’ toward prohibition. :

e law went into effect July 1st,
& on' the night of the 30th of June
‘bar-in the State closed its doors.
The ‘work of preparation, organiza-
‘fion: and arrangements for the con-

=

Been gong on for several montks.
The  iliness of  Comptrolier General
“Ellerbe and the heavy burden of Ht!-
“gation which :the 'Attorney ,Gereral

had to bear (my colleagues on the

ate Commissioner, Mr. D. H. Trax-

‘ “Jer, developed most of this work on

~ my shoulders; and this, together with

organ‘zation and direction of the
e constabulary provided - to en-
_the law, has more than doubled

" ‘the labors of the Executive office. It

 safe to say tkat no meember of the
Genersl Assembly, and very few oih-

' ers certainly not myseif—ever con-

ceived the magnitude of the under-
- tak‘pzs ard yet, after it kas been in
- operation four moxnths, the ramifica-
" tiop, compHcaticns . jand' ultimate
. ‘growth of the bus‘ness are still sub-
Jects of conjecture and wonder.

A5l the legal whiskey traffic has

" heen turned into one channel, flowing

to Columbia, the central distriput’ng

_depot. Agricultural Hall, a large two-,

story bmilding - with a cellar, thus
imaking three storles 167 fest by 35
“feet. has been turned into z bottling

- .works. It is only a question of time
. 'whey the erection of much

Iarger
- quarters on the raflrcad wiil be neces-
sary. Fifty-four . employes, working
tez hours. every day, are kept busy
‘bottling, and we find it almost im-

- possible to keep the local dispensa-
* ries in stock, and that, too, wher T

think it sfe to say that not more
: e-ha] the liquor being
“drunk. in, the State at th's time has
~ passed  through the dispensary.
- Large quantities were purchased in
advance, or in anticipation of the

: - 1aw, golng into effect, by consumers,

‘while there is hardly 2 train enteriug

“the State, dey or night, passenger or

n‘eight. which does not

" . are yielding 2 measurc

haul contra-
the railroads
of obedience
to th< law, but most of them openly

“‘band liquor. Some of

~ defy it or lend their assistance to

- smuggling liquor into the State- The
_ Richmond and Danvilie system and
- the South Carolina railway in partic-
- mlar arve bending every erergy to de-
feat the law. So much for the present
- eonditions.
I have had prepared tables cover-
ing the operations of the State dispen-
sary and of the county dispensaries
up to the 3lst of October, the end of
our fiscal year. They are printed ina
‘meparate report by the commissioner.
A careful examination of these figures
will show the following results:

The dispensary has been more than
gelf-sustairing, and the net profits to
the State for the first four months
have been $32,198.16. The gross sales
to consumers have been $166,043.58;
total expense of State dlspensary,
$42,566.35; of county dispensaries, $19,-
890. The three principal items of ex-
pense, as will be seen, am freights,
glass bottles and the constabulary.

‘Puring the month of July twenty-
nine dispensaries were rununing; in Au-
gust thirty-nine; In September forty-
seven: in October fifty-one: One has
been discorntinued, leaving fifty now in

- operation. The number of clerks to
dispensers and assistants is twenty-
four. The =alaries of these local offi-
cers have been fixed by the State
board, and range from $1,000 to $200

annum. Where the manitude of
the business requires it the dispenser

45 given one Or more assistands,. but
in no ca¥e Is the salary :nore than
$1,000.

Having snown the status of the brist-
pess 29 2 busginess, it is not improper
%o maie pome deductions purely from

a financial gtandpelet. Hijtherto under |

tha Jicense system the several counties

“Paving beer made on its constitution-
fact that it is an entirely new |

and still is the one absorving,
end’ng topic of discussion, and.

AT~}
prohibition, and ' those Lkmown.
organs of the whiskey ring]
who are so radical ir their views that

barkeepers and Whiskey dealers

‘of So mammoth 2 business had

L

have derived a revenze of $100 for each
license, agegregating last year for the
entire State $84,100. Of this, foar coun-
ties—Charleston, Beaufort, -Berkeley
and Colleton—received $57,200, leaving
293,900 for the other thirty-one coun-
ties. The State received nothing. In
the cifies and towns the licenses va-
ried, but the ageregate of all towns in
the State for last year was $134372. It
is impossible to do more as yet than
give an approximation as to what rev-
enuz the State, countles and towns
will derive from the chdnge in the
method of controlling the liguor traifc.
1t is saf> to say, however, that if the
towns cease their unreasonzble and
senseless opposition, and three-fourths
of the liquor; which under any ocondi-
Hons will be comrmmed in the State,
shall pass through the dispensary, the
revenue of the towns will not be de-
creased from what it was formerly,
that the counties will receive as much
and the State will obtain a revenue
equal at least to both of these.

But, notwithstanding this revenue is
not to be despised, the law does not

REST ON A REVENUE BASIS,
was not enacted-for that purpose, and
cannot be @Qefended om that ground.
It rests wholly on its claim to being
the best method of controliing the evils
which are inherent and inseparable
 from the intemperate use of liquors,
and must stand or fall on its merits
as compared with other methods of
controlling the evil. When the iaw
first went Into effect, outside of the
city of Charleston, there was almost
2 total cessation of the illcit sale; but,
‘as time wore cn, the men who have al-
ways dealt in liquors and grown rich
thereby became mor: and more em-
boldemed to disobey the latw, mainly
by the encouragement given them by
the leading daily newspapers, which
promiscd them immaunity from punish-
.mert by judies, and presented the spec-
tacle of the teachers of the people
ipculating disobedience to Iaw.

While the figures in the following
table may be misleading, ard will
doubtless be modified by later statis-
tics, showing the relative amount of
drunkenness in ke periods before and
since the law went into effect, I have
had the table prepared to.give such
datafas could be obtained. It is made
up of tke official responses by the

‘and towns to & circular asking for in-
formatior. It may beas well'to remark
‘in passing, that the principal opposition
to the law is among the citizens of
towns and citles, and many of them
are unwilling witnesses. This is shown
by the fact that out of seventy-five
circulars sent to all the principal cities
ard towns respomses were received
from only thirty-three. JEes
F Report from Towns and Cifles of Ar-
rests for Drunikenness and Disorder
. Arising from Liquor Drinking for a
Like ' Period Beafore and Simce the
Dispensary Law Went Into Effect

mavyors and intendants of the cities:

ir92. . 18sB.

23] & (2212

3 - |-

AR 2 |52 ¢

Sl 2 xfie

S@i % SB[ R
Senecal i el 2
Lancaster.. .. .. -.| B! 6} 2i......
McCormick.. .. ..-.] 16} 4[...... s
Sumter.. .- .. .- - 2] M} T 4
Columbia.. .. .. -1 507 141 4| 21
Camden-. .- . -. -{ 17! W] 151 1t
g AR e 55 R T i GRS L
Greenviile.. .. .. ..} 166 76! 81 23
R DT T e s e I g8 R T Lo T &
Winpsboro.. .. .. ..l......lee... ettt deenes
Beaufort.. .. .. ..} 4#j 8] 2] 12
Tantents .o i s sl e
Johuston.- il 6l 3o
Blacksburg.. .. .. .| *{ *! 3, 1
T T e e Ll L e R (e
Plekens = s s SR e
Chester.. .. .. .. .. 14} 1] 28] 10
Charleston.. . - . .| 138! 60| 70} 27
Orangedurs.- - - ..f 2| 07 ¥l 7
Spartanburg.. = i L P B ER Al SR
Summervile.. . . .f 3| 2{...... o
Fort Mofte.. ... ...jeaneesf 1 jaeeen. el
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*No record.

22 towns; 33 reported, but 11 had no
arrests in either year. \

I will now discuss . :

THE LAW ON ITS MERITS.

I shall premise what I shall say by
cbserving that the United States gov-
ernment considers liquor traffic a legit-
imate and proper source of revenue,
and that it derives th=arefrom about
$100,000,000 annually. It will not be de-
nied by any advocate of temperance
or prohibition that it is a proper sub-
ject of taxation, #hd If it were pro-
posed to remove the tax, which weculd
inevitably reduce the cost to consum-
ers at least three-fourths, there would
be a universal howl by these {wo
classes of citizens. The State, in the
exercise of Its police power for the cs-
tensible preservation 'of the public
health and morsls Las, time out of
mind, required a license; and while it
is true that the State derived no rev-
enue, and sought only to restrict the
traffic within the limits of such muni-
cipalities as saw fit to grant licenses.
it cannot be denied that the raising of
revenue to support municipal govern-
ments has been  the main factor in
causing lcenses to be issued by the
towns. It- is far-fetched, unreason-
able, then—hypocritical in fact—to pre-
tend that any disgrace can attach to
the revenue feature. The men who are
now most loud-mouthed in this pha-
risaical denunciation arc the strongest
advocates of the license system, and
have had their municipal taxes re-
duced thereby. On the contrary, if it
can be shown that under the dispen-
sary system there will be a reduction
in the consumption of liquor, and a
necessary reduction in crime and mis-
ery resulting from it, it must follow
that the dispensary, without regard to
the revenue feature, is a long stride
forward and an improvement on the
icense systemn. I will not prefend to
gsay that it is as good as prohibition
would be, but I do say that prohibi-
tion, here or anyvwhere else, is impos-
sitls, and the only question is how
best to regulate the traffic so as to
minimize the iInevitable injury to so-
clety, inseparable from the sale of
liguor under any circumstances. The
CLAIMS OF THE DISPENSARY TO

SUPFORT,
and its superiority cver any form of
Hicensing, 7rTest on the following
grounc3:

jg*. The clemment cf personal profit
iz dnstroyed, thereby remrving the in-
conilva 1o increase tha sales.

I 2d. A pur- article is guaranteed, 2%

! it §s subject to chemlcal analysis.

3d. The consumer obtains honest
measure of standard strength.

4th. Treating is stopped, as the bot-
tles are not opened on the premises.

5th. It is sold only in the day time;
this under a regulation of the board
and not under the law.

6th. The concomitants of ice, sugar,
lemons, etc., being removed there is
not the same inclination to drink re-
maining, and the closing of the sa-
loons, especially at night, and the pro-
hibition of its sale by the drink, de-
stroy the enticements and seductions
which have caused so many men and
boys to be led astray and enter on the
downward -course.

7th. It is sold only for cash, and thereis
no longer “chalking’’ up for daily drinks
against pay-day. The workingman buys
his bottle of whiskey Saturday night
and carries the rest of his wages hcme.

Sth. Gambling dens, pool rooms and
lewd houses, which have hitherto been
run almost invariably in connection with
the saloons, which were thus a stimulant
to vice, separated from the sale of liquor,
have had their patronage reduced to a
minimum and there must necessarily fol-
Jow a decrease of crime.

gth. The local whiskey rings, which
 have been the curse of every municipality
in the State, and have always controlled
municipal clections, kave been torm up
root and branch, and the influence of the
‘barkeeper as a pclitical manipulater is
absolutely destroyed. THe police, Te-
moved from control of these debauching
elements, will enforce the law azgeinst
evil doing with more vigor, and a higher
tone and greater purity in all zovern-
mental affzirs must rescit

To return to the question of revenue, I
announce 28 a self-evident proposition
that there will be a maximum of benefit
from the operation of the law from the
standpoint of these advantages in propor-
tion as thera shall be a‘large revenue. In
other words, the restrictions thrown
zround the consumption and use of ilquor
by the dispensary law and the bhenefits
to arise therefrom will be in proportion
as the Hquor consumed s purchased at

{1 the dispensary rather than obtained from

jllicit sources. Some fanatical, unrsason-
able people cry aloud against the iniquity
of a government

SHARING IN THE “BLOOD MONEY."
=s they term it. the tears of women and
chiidren, whose fathers, husbands or
brothers are’ addicted to the use of
whiskey. It has ziready been shown that
any system of license, which leaves the
element of perscmal profit untraminelied,
leaves this class of consumers utterly at
the mercy of the owners of those dens of
vice, the saloons. Men, who are com-
pelled to go in the daylight and get what
liguor they want {rom 2 government of-
ficer and then go elsewhere to consume
it will be iikely to go home and be within
the restraining Influence of that charmerl
circle.

It is urged that if the State control the
traffic, it should sell only at such profit
as will cover expenses and no more. Is
it not clear that if the price be fixed at
that ratio jt will act as a premium on
consumption by reasca of ine fact that
a dollar will buy more whiskey than it
does now? On the other hand an equaliv
impractical scheme is to put the prica
very high and make the money that is
spent on liguor go only a little way. it
will be found here that, as in most things
17 lfe “the middle way is the best” If
the price is too high it puts 2 premium on
the establishment of “biind tigers,’ on
smuggling, on the ililcit sale in every
way; and, while the amount consumeada
«ill not be appreciably less, ihe indirect
benefits to sociery arising from the rev-
epua and by the destruction of ali come-
ti*ion with the State are lost. Under the
ccale of prices fixed by the Staie beard on
whiskey now sold in South Carolina there
is a handsome profit, whaile at the same
tima the lquor a: retail is cheaper than
it was when sold z2cross the bar. Makinz
allowancas for the watering or other
adulteration of the whiskey that was
formerly cozsumed, a half pint bottle of
dispensars whiskey that now costs #
cents and containing five average drinks,
of far superior strength. woulld have cost
50 conts at least from a saloon. The profit
on the half pint goes to the reducticn of
the general tax, and toe &0 cents saved to
the consumer goes into his pocket for the
support of his family. .

It is thus seen that whiskey at retall
is cheaper than when it was bought from
the salocns, whlle at wholesal2 or by the
gallon it is copsiderahly higher; but the
profit in its illicit sala nol being very
great in wholesale quantities, i+ iz not
likel that the lzw has besn

T experionecs has shaw

ailer
T ihat
competition with the
sale muantities, LY ¢ch I mexn cne or
mor= gallons. 1t the retxiler with
whom e bBave (o deal; and he thrives on
political opposition where there is na
Gispensary. when swift and sure punish-
ment shall be meted cut to thosa who
bresk the law, and when public opinien
=hzli have been educated so that the
VIGLENT CPPOSITION

now existine shall gradually dlsappear,
there will be small eomperition with the
dispensaries in the countles where thew
are located.

0Of course it is expected that along ihe
North Carolina horder wwhere the United
Stares CGovernment bas been unakle to
suppress the “mconshine” stills, there will
be mora or less _w‘niske:; entering * Into
competition, which neither pays the in-
tornal revenue tax mor the profit which
the State would receive on its sale.

A question which presents itself kere,
and which is worthy of vour sarious con-
g'deration, is the disposition to be made
of domestic wines, and whether it is not
best to except these from tha gencral
operation of the dispensary law. As for
thrye wines, there is not a very large
pradact any way, and owing to the fact
thet the meathods of manufacture are
crude and oftimes showing dense fgno-
ranca—reeulting in unpalatable cordials.
or giving a product lacking In that uni-
formity which is required In an article
of commerce, we find small demand for
the domestic wines which under the law
we must buy. But it would be a mis-
foriune to have the growing of grapes
and the manufaclure of wine, an industry
just beginning to take root along the
Piedmont aad in other parts of the State,
destroyed absolutely by the Jdisaensary
law, as very likely it will be, unless you
adopt the sugzestlon which 1 now offer.

Car poopie too prone tn eolins 10
cld methods and negiect diverglfication of
imdustries ard crops, and it would he
misfortune if viticulture should be driven

thore will be muen
sensary in whele-
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from the State. I would therefcre
strongly recommend that authority bo

given tha Staie board to malie cor‘racts
witin al! resronsibls grape prowers to
tave theic wvine ede after a ceriain

meinod, to be of a certals strength and

i
|
!
i
1
'
|
i
i
|
!
i
i
i
!

!
:
]
;
]

!
)

‘ner of abuses in having it mixed with

iwhiskey.

! and mistakes in the law as it standas.

hpresent law the puniskmenis are too se-

‘were treated

age before it enters into consumption.
Then let the product be placed on the
market through the dispersary atu such
price as will cover the actual expense for
the bottling and distributing, and lcave
all the profit, or nearly all of it. to So to
the manufacturer or grape grower. We
cannot release domestic wines Irom the
operation of the law entimely without
throwing the door wide cpen to all man-

whiskey, cr made the clozk for sclilng
And this appears to me to be
the best and fairest method of dealing
with this question. We can purchase
the purest and best California wine from
three to ten wears old at from 40 cenis to
$1 a gzallon; and unless instructed by the
General Assembly to pursue the course I
have outlined it is readily seen that the
domestic product cannot enter into com-
petition. :

Now a5 to the questilon of beer I am
inclined to believe that it will be in the
interest of temperance to exempt it from
the Dispensary law allogesther, upon cer-
tain conditions, to wit: Reguire licenses
under <uch stringent regulations as wili
cosura only men of probity and good
character obtaining them. Put the bser
geller under a 1009 bond for the strict
observance of the law; the conditions of
‘he bond to be such that whenever satis-
factory proof has been adduced that he
nas sold anything else’ than beer or has
broken the law in the least particular,
the bond shall be forfeited in the most
speedy and sure marner that the law can
devize. The beer saloon can be closed at
any '‘hour the .General Assemblv sees
proper. The point I wish to make is,®
that so fzr as we may it is gcod pollcy
and in the Interest of temperance to eon-
courage the consumption of beer as
against the consumption of whiskey.
Tnder such restrictions as I have men-
tloned very few men would run the risk
of undertaking to sell anything else tBan
beer. ‘This ecourse must be pursu=d or
else the Legislature will have to prohibit
absclutely everything of the name or na-
ture of beer or mait liguor cof any kind
containing a trace of alecohel. The so-
called “‘soft drinks,” which have become
so numerous since the saloons were
cloged, and *rice beer'” especizlly, which
bas cntered into consumption on the
claim of being non-intoxicating, have be-
come the screen or cloak behind which
Iiquors of 2]l kinds are being seld. Now
as to the

ENFORCEMEXNT OF THE LAW.
There are many omissions, oversights
it
will be much better to omit the enumera-
tion of these and incorporate such
changes as experience has shown to be
necessary in a bill than to amand the law
by piccemeal. Such bill will b2 presented
fo you, covering in effect all the changes
which experience has shown {0 be desir-
2ble. One feature to whicih I wish to
direet vour attention is that under the

vere and the methods of securing punish-
ment of such a character that it
will be almest impeossible to convict
Grand juries will not bring in true bills,
and petty juries will not find verdicts of
g'uilt}; for oifenses, which most men con-
sider as not meriting such savers punish-,
ment as that now provided. It is best, in

judzment, to dispense in the adminls-
irztion of thiz law, as far as the oense
for selling is concerned, with jurles alto-
gether, if it can he done, and impose the
duty of trying offenders upon special
officer—a recorder or jucdicial trial justice
—to be desiznated in ezch county, who,
when satisfactory proof has been present-
ed to him that the law has been infringed,
shzil have the power the saimme as 2]
mayor to commit the offender to the
chain gang, or, the penitentiary for thirty
daxs, or £ne him within the limit of §1M.
It will he necessary also, in case it'shall
be found vrconstitutional to punish by
imprisonment witheut t(mal by jury,
though I do not see how that can Le
pnless 21l opr munleipal charters are un-
constitutional, that provision be made for
a change cof venue before a true bill is
‘pund. I judge fromm the reporis of the
chijer constable that almost all the people
of Charieston are in leagua azainst the
13w and determined to overthrow it. The
officers of the court, the sheriff and
others, charged with drawlng the jury,
and the trial -justices ere known to be
friendly to ex-saloon keepers, who are
deflantly continuing the sale of liquor
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contrary to law, and the grand jury has
fust thrown out cases resting on positive
avidenee.

One hundred and four licenses to sell
whiskey and sixtr-sight licenses toysell
malt ligmor have been issued by the in-

Jalw

sizce to

T

vollecior
s Tt civmisand
whiskey and thirity mait
been issued in other parts of the State,
showing the determination of the whiskey
raen to coniinue the trafiic.

TWhen the first arresis were made in
Charleston by the State constables under
mjunetion proc2edings,  the constables
in an outragecus manaaer
by the mob; and one of the leading busi-
ness men of the city of Charleston teld
me to my face that if he were on the
arand jury he would net vote for a irus
bill against the mest notorious cffender,
Chicco. It is idle then to expoet convie-
tion In that city, or true bills to be found,
no matter how strong the tesiimony. In
addition, the newsgpapers have heaped
every . possible abuse on the constables,
calilng them *sples,” ‘“‘sunealks,” and otner
opprobrious epithets, with a view of pois-
oning the public mind and dlscrediting
their evidence, although I have used due
precaution and exerted mysell to aelect
as constables only men of good characier,
who, in their own communities. have the
respect of their fellow citizens.

Desperate diseases requ're herole rem-
edies, and the General Assembly may as
well understend that the enforctment of
this law in some parts of the State, and

voronl
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especlally in €harleston, Columbis,
Greenville, Spartanburg, Beaufort and

Sumter, will require some special legisla-
tion. It is against the municipal ordin-
ances to sell whiskev without license in
every town In the State, but the police
in the cities as a rule stand idly by and
sea the ordinances broken every day; arc
particeps criminls in the offense, or

ACTIVE AIDERS AND ABETTERS
of the men who break it As soon as a
constable arrives in town he is spotted by
them and reported to those who run the
illicit saloons.

T'nder the provision of the dispensary
act, one-half of the rovenue of the locai
dispensaries over and above the expendes
goea into the treasury of the municipality
where they are jecated. T see no remadz
for the conditions of affalrs existing in
Charlaston and Colnmbla exeipt to pro-
vide for a systom of metropolitan police,
dlvorecinz the cnirn! of the police foraee
rhecluteiy from politics and placing It in
the hands of a commission, who shall

arpoint, direet and remove such membors

of the force as will not enferes the law. i
I askhed the mayer of Crarlestorn, with !
whom I had a conizrence, to have thcl
peolice zid me in repressing and uprootinz
the iilicit szle of whiskey, but he declined
on the ground that that duiy had been
imposad on the State constables.

Cf the 212,002 which have been spent for
constablez during the four monthsSeince
the law went Inio effect, 2hout one-aa2lf
has gone (o pay constables who havei
becn in Charlestom making arrests and |
irying to suppress the illicit sale of
whisker. With the two main citics of the
Btate officered by an eficient force of
police in sympathy with the law, or
wnether in sympathy or not. afrzid to
iose their nlaces if they fzil to do their
duty, the expense of constables would be
raduced at least one-half ard the back-
bone of opposition would be broken., In
the other places I hLhave meailoned, and
in fact throughout the State, if the power
is given the Governor to require the po-
ice of tke various municipzlities to en-
force the law, and to remove and replace
them if they fail to enforce it, there
would be a still further reduction in the
expense of constables. Either this should
be done or it be left with the State hoard
of control to designate such cities and
towns as shail have none of the income
from the sale of liquors at tke dispensary,
and Iet the revenue which now goes to
the town pay for the exnense of enforcing
the law. If the citizens of the towns)|
insist on encouraging disobedience to the
law, let them pay the ezlra cexpense
whnich the State incurs in order to en-
force it.

These are drastic- measures, but the
izw_should be enforced or it skould be re-
pealed; and in so far as in me lies I
shall continue, as,I bave hitherto done,
to exert my-. whole power as Governor,
and leave no stene unturned to see that
everyoody comp with its reqguire-
ments. If you give ~m& tke power I
wiil use it with the bos, Jiscretien I

been -for half a century. The corps eof
professors is an able cne, and thecy are
performicg their work with accustomed
satisfaction; but, for the causes which
were set forth in my last a2rnual message,
th2 hoys continue 10 go elsewhere. Yet
I have every reason to believe that low
water mask has been reached, and that
the college in the future will attract a
larger and larger number of students, so
that the attendance wili reach a satis-
factory average in one or two more
Years.

There are two changes which suggest
themselves to me as desirable, and I sub-
mit them for your consideration. OCre is
that the trustees shafl’ be Instructed to
provide for the admission of women to
the advantages of the school; and the
other is that provision bz made for nor-
mal training—the preparation of male
teachers to supply the ever increasing de-
mand of our public schools for men
properly trained in educational work. The
education given women in the various
_female colleges of the State is, at best,
imperfect, and would only admit them;
after gracduation, to the Junior class of
the South Carolina College; and the ad-
mission of women to the advantzges
oﬁ’el_'ed by this colleze is but a matter of
Jjustice and common sense in keeping with
the spirit of the age. There are some
mutierings of discontent about the ex-
pense attending the maintenance of the
South Carolina College, and this is ocea-
sioned_“whollg by the small attendance
I feel sure, however, that the members
of the General Assembly are too enlight-
ened to have any sympathy with the de-
mand, which comes from some gquarters.
that the appropriation be cut off. The
school is a century old. With its past
are linked the names of many of Caro-
lina's bravest, brightest and best men;
and upon its aintenance depends thé
future standard of higher learning in the
State. We cannot afford to take any step
backward in education; nor can we lower

possess, and stop the sale of whisRSH. 25
far as may he possible, except through-
the legitimate channels. If you feel dis-

inclined to go so far, then I am stiil

ready to do the best I can. The smaller

municipalities are at present at consid-

crable expense in maintaining thelr local

police forces. With a provision by which

the courties and the State would bear

a proportionate share of this expense on

condition that the law is rigidly enforced,

the number of constables would be ra-

duced to a minimum, and a dozen or 50

fearless and energetic oificers could lock

after the railroads, the iliicit Etiills azd

peadlers.

One more suggestion and I shall leave
this subject. TUnder the previsions of tke
zact, 2s it now is, the elzction of dispen-
sers in 2 municipality reyuires a petition
signed by 2

AAJORITY OF THE FREEHOLD

VOTERS!:

and no county or town now “dry” by
staiute can have ane. There are in the
State six counties where the sale of
liquor is thus prohibited: Oconce, Pick-
ens, Alarlboro, Marion, Horry and Wil-
liamsburgz. ‘These, of course. have n?
dispensary, and thoir citizens are Teft un-
der the law tio obtain their liquor—
whether used for medicine or otherwise--
wine for the sacrament in church, and
tbe aicobol for compounding physicians'
prescriptions, as best they may. Law-
abiding ecitizens have been put to great in-
convenience by this, and such a condition
is a premium on the illicit sale and almost
precludes obodience te the law. T wouldy
pot urge you to force a dispensary on
an¥ community to which it is objection-
able. but if the majority of the voters of
a county shal! decide in an eiection held
for the purpose that they do not want
rnrovision made for them o get ..quors in
a “egitimate way and for a legitimate
yse, then provision shouid be made by
which the enforcement of the law In
such county shall be paid for a tax
levied on the people of that ccunty. I
they want prokibition, let them have it
in foet avd not in name only. M3 ob-
sarvation and experience with men teach
me that it i= idle to expect any elective
officer to enforce this cor any other pro-
hibitory staiute. men want votes,
ard will not male enemies if*they can
nelp it. Tt will be necessary then to leave
cuch counties to enforce the law of their
awn volition and through thelr own instrui-
mentalities, which mesns a fallure to
enfcrce it at ail; or to have the State !
constables do ii, ard it would be unfair
to have the revenue which is derived
rorm1 tae other countics devoted 1o such
a purpose. /

In rezmard to the provision requiring a
majority of the frechold voters to sign a
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Such

apnointmient
PSR, gajust and 3
~hie, Some of the present dispensers ap-

reauirerment are incom-

peition for the

it Is Goth
painzed under this
peient; and in some CRSeS they are nuot
4t persons to fill so responsible a posi-
den. I think a provision allowing the
eomnty board to establish a digpenzary at
<peol point or peints in a county aS will
put the people to the leasi troulle in se-
suring what whiskey they need for legiti-
mate purpesas snould be jneorporated in
the amended act. A dispensary need not
be located in o town, because it Is con-
ductsd on 2n entirelr dillerent footing to
tha o,d saioon. I wouid not have dispensi-
ries multiplied to the degree that would
encourage the consumption of whiskey by
the case of cbtaining it, but the luw rests
unoa the iden that it {s the propar thing
to supply what the people want for thelr]
legitimate use in the least harmfui way.
and the absence of a dispensary, or its
inaceessibility by reason of great distance,
placés a premium on the estabiishment
of an lllegal trafic. If men will have it,
the State should supply it; but if the
State does this 1mm a way in cause. 100 |
much trouble and expense, then others
wil step in and furnish it. One thing is
very certain: the people of a county
should not be put to the expense and
troubie of getting whiskey in other coun-
ties, or patronizing illicit sellers at home,
because of opposition to the law in the
towns and the refusal to sign petitions
for the establishment of a dispensary.

Educational Institutions.

The reports of the ‘varlous boards of
trustees charged with the control of these
institutions show the condition of the
Gtate's inatitutions devoted to higher edu-
cation.

The Citadel s performing the work
whieh it undertakes to do in its usual
satisfactory manner.

Clemson College has been completed
and partially equipped, and opened in
July last with over() boys, and there is
premise that at its nmext session it wi‘il
be fGlled to overflawing and many Wwiil
have to be turned away.

At the South Carolina Colleze, alene ot
tke scheols which are runuinz, the at-
tendanca Js unsatisfactory. MateriLlly.
53 to plant and buillings in genera’ the

that standard. State pride, regard for
;133 pledges of the Reform movement—
everyihing which should influence those
who nowr gnide destinies of the State,
point. at thisﬂ}" rather to the wisdom ef
searching for tHe diseases which may
cause the sickly comdition” of the school.
~and applying the remedy, i g 4a-
vantage’ of that unhealthy condition to
strike it down, and thus remove a land-
mark which always has been 2nd should”
continue to be the pride of every true
Carolinfan. ; s :

Of the South Carolina Industrial -and
Winthrop Normal College, which has been
located a2t Rock Hill, after 2 lively com-
petition between that city, Spartanburg
and Chester, I will only say that, remem-
bering the demand for similar institution
for boys at Clemson, the board of trus-
tees are planninz for a  duplication of
that school. The amount of money paid
by ihe people of that thriving and cmbi-

in the erection: of the main college build-
ing, which wiil afford class réoms for at
least 609 girls; and we hope to have the
building completed and ready for use by -
the first of September next. It is 'unnec-l
essary to remind you that the condition

¢ of the peaple and the State’s finances

preclude the possibility of any appropria-
ticn to this gzirl's college from taxation
at this time; but the coliege building
proper can never be filled, and the ad-
vantages of the school offered to the girls
of the State on conditions similar to those
which‘obtain 2t Clemson unless dormito~
ries are supplied. It is altogether to he
expected that there wiil be as great ai-
tendance at this girls’ college as at Clem-
son College, if like inducements are of-
fered: but this will be impossible without
dormitories, and it is even dcubtful ir
hoard ‘can be obtained in the town for
one-half of those the collegz is desizned
1o receve. It is estimated that the equip-
ment of a dormitory sufficiently larze to
accommodate 400 to 50 girls would cost
$0,000. If the two buildings are erccted
together, and convict labor be utilized, 2s
is being done, it will be much cheaper
than to wait, and I think we can build
and eqiup a sufficiently large dormitory,
open the college next October and run
it until ibe Legislature meets agzin, for
hat sum of znoney.

I would therefore recommend and urge
that you appropriate for this purpose
from the earnings of the State dispensary

isuck a sum of meney, to be available

after the $50,000 appropriated last vear to
the dispensary has been repaid to the
treasury. If the dispensary does not
make it, then no harm wiil have been
done,_ I make this recommendation with
aréat earnestness for the reason that hav-
inz been the first Governor of the State

et e P
> advocate a ealleme Tor onr woraen, {t
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to me {7, belore I retire frox: ofzce, I can
se¢ the twin colleges, Ciemson and Win- '
thron, with €M studenis each, realizing
that which first gave rise to the farmers’
-povement, inepired it with ccurage and
carried it to vietory—the demand for
cheap and praciical <ducation for the
bors and girls of the State.

There only remains to be mentioned the
Cedar Spring Institute—the school for the
deaf, dumb and blind—which has been
managed with the usual good sense and
judgment characterizicz the institution,
and merits & continuance of your foster-
ing care.

Sea Isiand Sufferers,

Tihe 2ith of August last witnessed the
most disastrous storm and tidal wave on
the coast from Beaufort to Charleston of
which our anngls have any record. The
exact number of lives lost is unknownm,
but it was considerably over a thousand,
and there was a total loss of crops om
the more exposed island: all the way
from John's Island to Hilton Head. Over
cone-half of the houses were also blown
down or washed away, and the unfor-
tunate people would have long since suc-
cumbed to starvation, but for the timely
assistance and chariiy rendered by our
own people and those living abroad. The
management of the work of relief was
tnken in hand by local committees, but
belleving that methodical business ar-
rangement and experience were bpetter,
Miss Clara Barton of the Red Cross asso-
cintion, with ker lieuienants, was asked
te take charge of it. and this noble lady
with her corps of assistants has been on
the ground since the 208th of September,
laboring in the cause of humanity. The
extent of the disaster cannot be under-
stood except by personal (nspection. The
question of relief and how hest to ad-
ninister it Is a difficult ¢ne; even the
amount absolutely necessary to =revent
starvation Is unknown. Atthouzh the
Sutte iz poor and the crops everywhere a
fuilure, it is not the will of the people of
Soath Carolina that any of her citizens,
30 matter how humble they may be—
¢von the pooresi negroes—should siarve,
and when ycu & @ yeur eommittes to in-
vestimate ine pbesphacwe indusiry at Feau-

colleze is in better comditivn that 4t has

fort. as recommendsd by the phosphale

tious lttle “city, $60,000, will be expended



